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Lake Roosevelt RI/FS Remains

IN Neutra

On June 2nd, 2006 the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) signed an agreement
with Teck Cominco to determine if histori-
cal waste releases from Canada adversely
impact human health or the environment

in Lake Roosevelt and the Columbia River
behind Grand Coulee Dam. Teck Cominco
agreed to carry out a Remedial Investigation
and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) that would be
overseen by EPA and meet standards set by
Superfund law.

Two years later, studies to answer human
health and environmental questions have yet
to begin. The only new information now
before the public is based on sh sampling
activities that were initiated by EPA in 2005
(see page 4).

WORK PLAN

a work plan before commencing studies.
The work plan provides a road map for
completing a complex series of studies to
fully address environmental and human
health questions.

As per the agreement, Teck Cominco pro-
vided a work plan in December, 2006. After
eight months of review and comments,

EPA did not approve the work plan. An

EPA fact sheet comments that, In general,
the plan did not adequately address several
important requirements, such as how gaps
in existing data will be evaluated and what
new studies will be needed to Il those gaps.
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Teck Cominco revised and resubmitted the
draft work plan in September, 2007. After
another eight months of extensive interagency
review, the work plan remains under

EPA review.

THE DECISION PROCESS

As part of the approval process EPA makes
decisions in consultation with the Colville
Confederated Tribes, the Spokane Tribe of
Indians, the Washington Department of Ecol-
ogy, and the U.S. Department of Interior.
Interior agencies include the Bureau of Recla-
mation, the National Park Service, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, the US Fish and Wildlife Service
and the US Geological Survey. Collectively,
they are referred to as the participating
parties and are identi ed in the agreement
between Teck Cominco and EPA.
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ARE THE FISH SAFE TO EAT?
SUPERFUND & OTHER UPDATES

« WASHINGTON DEPT. OF HEALTH:
Fish Tissue Sampling Results
Fish Advisory Update

« EPA: Superfund Update

« BUREAU OF RECLAMATION:
2008 Lake Operations







